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Kindergarten Entering First Grade 

 

REQUIRED READING – A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon 

Upon return to school, students should be prepared to complete a classroom 
activity that correlates with the required summer reading. 
 
All the World – Liz Garton Scanlon illus. by Marla Frazee ©2009 Frazee's small vignettes 

and sweeping double-page spreads invite readers to share a joyful day with a diverse, 
multigenerational community. Caldecott Honor Book Age Range: 3 - 7 Years Grade Level: 
Kindergarten – 1 
Bear and Hare Go Fishing – Emily Gravett ©2015 Friends Bear and Hare are going fishing. 

While Hare is putting together a picnic, Bear enthusiastically fishes…a hat. Then…a roller skate. 
Will Bear ever hook an actual fish? Age Range: 4 - 8 Years Grade Level: Kindergarten – 2 
Blackout - John Rocco ©2011 One hot summer night in the city, all the power goes out. The 

TV shuts off and a boy wails, "Mommm!" His sister can no longer use the phone, Mom can't 
work on her computer, and Dad can't finish cooking dinner. What's a family to do? Caldecott 
Honor Book Age 
Range: 5 – 8 Years Grade Level: Kindergarten - 2 
Hero Mom – Melinda Hardin ©2013 The moms in the book are superheroes. They may not 

leap over  tall buildings, and they may not have super-human speed. But these moms construct 
buildings, fly planes, and make tanks roll. Age Range: 6 – 9 Years Grade Level: 1 – 3 
Ivy and Bean – Annie Barrows ©2007 The moment they saw each other, Bean and Ivy knew 

they wouldn't be friends. But when Bean plays a joke on her sister, Nancy, and has to hide 
quick Ivy comes to the rescue, proving that sometimes the best of friends are people never 
meant to like each other.Age Range: 6 – 10 Years Grade Level: 1 – 4 
Larry Gets Lost in Philadelphia – John Skewes ©2013 In Larry the adorable pooch's latest 

adventure, he goes on vacation with Pete and the family to Philadelphia, home of the Liberty 
Bell and other great American historical landmarks. Age Range: 5 – 7 Years Grade Level: 
Kindergarten - 2 
Let’s Go for a Drive - Mo Willems ©2012 Elephant Gerald and Piggie want to go for a drive, 
but as Gerald thinks of one thing after another that they will have to take along, they come to 
realize that they lack the most important thing of all. Theodore Seuss Geisel Honor Book 
Age Range: 4 - 8 Years Grade Level: Kindergarten – 2 
Library Book for Bear – Bonny Becker ©2014 Curmudgeonly Bear succumbs to Mouse’s 

entreaties and discovers the joy of books in a hilarious story that fans will covet for their own 
library. Age Range: 4 – 7 Years Grade Level: Kindergarten - 2 
Library Mouse - Daniel Kirk ©2010 One night in the library, Sam meets fellow mouse Sarah. 
Sam learns that Sarah is quite the explorer. She loves to scurry to the tops of shelves and 
explore the darkest corners of the building. Sam never climbs far up—he’s too afraid! He prefers 
to research subjects—such as exploration—and write about them. Age Range: 6 – 9 Grade 
Level: 1 - 4 
Lots of Ladybugs! : Counting by Fives - Michael Dahl ©2005 Teaches young children to 
count to fifty by fives using the spots on the ladybug. Age Range: 4 - 8 Years Grade Level: 1 – 
2 
Madeline in the White House – John Bemelmans Marciano ©2011 Madeline takes a 

midnight sightseeing tour on a magic carpet of cherry blossoms. Invited to the White House by 
Candle, the president's lonely only daughter, for the annual Easter Egg hunt and roll, Madeline 



and the other little girls have a rollicking good time, and introduce Candle to the joys of 
occasionally breaking the rules. 
Age Range: 4 – 7 Years Grade Level: Kindergarten - 2 
Monster Musical Chairs - Stuart J. Murphy ©2000 In this book about subtraction, written in 

couplets with a beat as definite as that of the rock band supplying the music, six smiling 
monsters are engaged in an animated game of musical chairs. The action begins when the little 
creatures forcefully throw chairs across the room, telling everybody to "duck." The game 
proceeds with chairs and monsters being eliminated one by one. Age Range: 5 – 8 Grade 
Level: 1 – 2 
Mortimer’s First Garden - Karma Wilson ©2009 Little Mortimer Mouse, longing to see 

something green at winter's end, follows the lead of the big people and plants, waters, and 
weeds his last sunflower seed until; finally, with God's help and a lot of patience, he harvests his 
crop. Age Range: 5 - 8 Years Grade Level: 1 – 2 
Mr. Tiger Goes Wild – Peter Brown ©2013 Are you bored with being so proper? Do you want to 

have more fun? Mr. Tiger knows exactly how you feel. Age Range: 4 - 8 Years Grade Level: 1 – 
2 
Nothing but Trouble: The Story of Althea Gibson - Sue Stauffacher ©2011 

Althea is nothing but trouble! Everyone agrees: her mama, her daddy, her teacher, even the 
policeman. But when Buddy Walker, the play leader on Althea's street in Harlem, watches her 
play paddle tennis, he sees something more: pure possibility. Buddy buys Althea her very own 
stringed tennis racket, and before long, she's on her way to becoming a great athlete—and to 
proving that she's more than just trouble. 
Age Range: 5 - 7 Years Grade Level: 2 - 4 
Oops! - Alan Katz ©2008 Puns and parodies are part of the raucous wordplay in these 

nonsense rhymes, with sly, black-and-white drawings by New Yorker cartoonist Koren 
extending the fun. In “The Rear Wiper,” Dad talks about getting a new wiper for the back 
window of the car, but the kid gets a different picture from his father’s words. With gross puns 
about gas, “Macbath” (“To pee or not to pee”), and “’snot where you start,” the look and sound 
of words are lots of fun (“Why doesn’t cough / rhyme with rough . . . ridiculous stough”). Age 
Range: 7 - 10 Years Grade Level: 1 - 4 

Pop’s Cookie Duster – Don and Lee Doyle 2016 Rainy afternoons aren't much fun for two 

lively little girls who love to play outside. But a hands-on kitchen activity with their visiting Pop 
might just save the day from being a washout! Age Range: 2 - 9 Years Grade Level: K – 3 
Puppy is Lost – Harriet Ziefert ©2011 Max's dog, Puppy, is lost! She was here, and now she's 

gone. Where can Puppy be? Max can't sleep! Max can't eat! He calls for her, plasters posters all 
over town, and searches everywhere for his beloved pet. It's not until both Max and Puppy have 
the same idea that they finally find each other. Age Range: 4 - 8 Years Grade Level: 1 - 3 
A Sick Day for Amos McGee – Philip C. Stead ©2010 Every day he spends a little bit of time 

with each of his friends at the zoo, running races with the tortoise, keeping the shy penguin 
company, and even reading bedtime stories to the owl. But when Amos is too sick to make it to 
the zoo, his animal friends decide it’s time they returned the favor. Caldecott Medal Book 
Age Range: 5 – 6 Years Grade Level: 1 - 2 
Something to Tell the Grand Cows – Eileen Spinelli ©2004 What kind of exciting stories 
could Emmadine the cow tell her grand cows? About the time she swatted seventeen 
horseflies? Right. Or the time she chased a crow from the corn? Whoop-dee-doo. So when 
Emmadine learned that Admiral Richard E. Byrd was looking for a few good cows to take to the 
South Pole, she volunteered—boldly going where no cow had gone before. Loosely based on a 
historical event, Eileen Spinellis humorous tale of Emmadines adventures will delight young 
readers, while Bill Slavins bold acrylic illustrations bring this unique and heroic cow to life. Age 
Range: 6 – 9 Years Grade Level: 1 - 4 



Take me out to the Yakyu - Aaron Meshon ©2013 You may know that baseball is the Great 

American Pastime, but did you know that it is also a beloved sport in Japan? Come along with 
one little boy and his grandfathers, one in America and one in Japan, as he learns about 
baseball and its rich, varying cultural traditions. Age Range: 5 - 8 Years Grade Level: 1 – 3 
The Turnip – Jan Brett ©2015 In a rollicking, cumulative tale, a badger family and their 

friends–Hedgie, Mr. Ram and Vanya, the horse–struggle to pull up a giant turnip. 
Age Range: 4 - 6 Years Grade Level: Kindergarten – 1 
Water is Water – Miranda Paul ©2015 This spare, poetic picture book follows a group of kids 
as they move through all the different phases of the water cycle. Age Range: 5 - 8 Years 
Grade Level: 1 – 3 
What Pet Should I Get? – Dr. Seuss ©2015 What happens when a brother and sister visit a 

pet store to pick a pet? Naturally, they can’t choose just one! 
Age Range: 5 – 7 Years Grade Level: Kindergarten – 2 


