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RECOMMENDED SUMMER READING 2016 

  First Grade Entering Second Grade 
 

REQUIRED READING – Frog and Toad are Friends by Arnold Lobel 

Upon return to school, students should be prepared to complete a classroom 
activity that correlates with the required summer reading. 
 

First Grade Entering Second Grade 
Alligator and Crocodile – Gail Gibbons ©2010 Humans have always been frightened of and 
intrigued by alligators and crocodiles. With her acclaimed style combining accessible text and 
detailed pictures, Gail Gibbons shares fascinating facts about these magnificent cold-blooded 
reptiles: how they live, how they hunt, and the differences between them. Age Range: 6 – 10 
Years Grade Level: 3 – 5 
Annie and Snowball and the Teacup Club - Cynthia Rylant ©2009 Annie loves her cousin 

Henry and his dog Mudge, but she also loves dainty things like teacups--and with a dog the size 
of Mudge, there's nothing dainty in Henry's room. Annie wishes she knew someone who loved 
teacups as much as she does. Annie needs some teacup friends. Age Range: 6 – 7 Years 
Grade Level: 1 - 2 
Born in the Wild: Baby Mammals and Their Parents – Lita Judge ©2014 What do grizzly 
bear cubs eat? Where do baby raccoons sleep? And how does a baby otter learn to swim? 
Every baby mammal, from a tiny harvest mouse "pinky" to a fierce lion cub, needs food, shelter, 
love, and a family. Age Range: 6 – 8 Years Grade Level: 1 - 3 
Boy, Were We Wrong about Dinosaurs - Kathleen V. Kudlinski ©2005 The ancient Chinese 

thought they were magical dragons. Some old-time scientists thought that because they were so 
big, all they could do was float in water. Boy, were they wrong! CCS Age Range: 6 - 8 Years 
Grade Level: 1 - 3 
Buy My Hats - Dave Horowitz ©2010 Frank and Carl have plenty of hats to sell, and their 

booth is open for business…but no one is buying! Story can be used for a math lesson. 
Age range: 6 - 8 Years Grade Level: 1 - 3 
Dodsworth in New York - Tim Egan ©2009 Dodsworth wanted adventure. He wanted to see 

the world. He especially wanted to visit New York City. What he didn’t want was to be joined by 
a duck. A crazy duck. A duck that misbehaves. Age Range: 6 - 9 Years Grade Level: 1 – 4 
Finding Winnie – Lindsay Mann Malaspina ©2015 In 1914, Harry Colebourn, a veterinarian 

on his way to tend horses in World War I, followed his heart and rescued a baby bear. He 
named her Winnie, after his hometown of Winnipeg, and he took the bear to war. Age Range: 5 
– 7 Years Grade Level: 1 - 2 
Flight School – Lita Judge ©2014 Although little Penguin has the soul of an eagle, his body 

wasn’t built to soar. But Penguin has an irrepressible spirit, and he adamantly follows his 
dreams to flip, flap, fly! Age range: 6 - 8 Years Grade Level: 1 - 3 
Have I Got a Book for You – Melanie Watt ©2013 Scaredy Squirrel presents a character you 

just can't say "no" to: salesman Mr. Al Foxword. Al can sell anything. You can't help but be 
impressed by his lineup of satisfied customers: he's sold an icebox to a penguin, an umbrella to 
a fish and a dirt vacuum to a mole. Al knows you're looking for a great book, and this is your 
lucky day. Age Range: 6 – 9 Years Grade Level: 2 – 4 
I Am Trying to Love Spiders – Bethany Barton ©2015 I’m Trying to Love Spiders will help 

you see these amazing arachnids in a whole new light, from their awesomely excessive eight 
eyes, to the seventyfive pounds of bugs a spider can eat in a single year! Age range: 5 - 8 
Years Grade Level: 1 - 3 



Noah Webster and His Words – Jeri Chase Ferris ©2012 A portrait of the man who wrote the 

first U.S. dictionary traces his youth as a bookish Connecticut farm boy and his twenty-year 
effort to write the all- American dictionary that was published in 1828 when he was seventy 
years old. Biography Age Range: 6 - 8 Years Grade Level: 1 - 2 
The Little Red Pen - Jannett Stevens ©2011 When a little red pen accidentally falls into the 

waste basket while trying to correct papers all by herself, the other classroom supplies must 
cooperate to rescue her. Age Range: 6 - 9 Years Grade Level: 1 - 3 
Penny and her Marble – Kevin Henkes ©2012 Penny finds a beautiful marble on her 
neighbor's lawn and must decide whether or not to keep it. 2014 Geisel Honor Book 
Age Range: 5 – 8 Years Grade Level: Kindergarten – 3 
Red Sings from Treetops – Joyce Sidman ©2009 With original and spot-on perceptions, 

Joyce Sidman's poetry brings the colors of the seasons to life in a fresh light, combining the 
senses of sight, sound, smell and taste. Age Range 5 – 7 Grade Level: Kindergarten – 3 
That Is Not a Good Idea! – Mo Willems ©2013 One day, a very hungry fox meets a very 

plump goose. A dinner invitation is offered. Will he outfox her, or will her goose be cooked? 
Age Range: 5 – 8 Years Grade Level: Kindergarten – 3 
The Unforgettable Season: Joe DiMaggio, Ted Williams and the Record-Setting Summer 
of 1941 –Phil Bildner ©2011 At the start of the 1941 baseball season, neither Joe DiMaggio of 

the New York Yankees nor Ted Williams of the Boston Red Sox were beloved by baseball fans. 
But all that changed when Joe started a 56-game hitting streak and Ted’s batting average rose 
to over .400. Age Range: 7 – 9 Years Grade Level: 2 - 4 
What’s it Like to Be the President – Kathleen Connors ©2014 Some people say the US 
president is the most powerful leader in the world. Its got to be a stressful job! Readers will learn 
the powers given to the president by the US Constitution and the presidential duties that have 
developed over time. Age Range: 6 - 8 Years Grade Level: 1 - 3 
Xander's panda party – Linda Sue Park ©2013 Xander's plan to host a panda party falls 
through, since he is the only panda at the zoo, but when he extends the invitation to all of the 
bears, complications ensue. Includes author's note on the wonders of the animal kingdom and 
the international effort to save pandas from extinction. Age Range: 6 - 8 Years Grade Level: 1 
- 3 

 


