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  THIRD GRADE ENTERING FOURTH GRADE 

REQUIRED READING – Jake Drake, Bully Buster by Andrew Clements 
Upon return to school, students should be prepared to complete a classroom 
activity that correlates with the required summer reading. 
 
Adventure According to Humphrey - Betty G. Birney ©2010 The students in Room 26 are 
learning 

about boats and building their own for a race on Potter's Pond. Humphrey the hamster 
loves dreaming about being a pirate and watching his friends build ships. 
Age Range: 8 - 11 Years Grade Level: 3 – 6 
The Adventures of South Pole Pig: A Novel of Snow and Courage – Chris Kurtz ©2013 
Flora the pig was born for adventure: “If it’s unexplored and needs to get dug up, call me. I’m 
your pig,” she says. The day Flora spots a team of sled dogs is the day she sets her heart on 
becoming a sled pig. 
Age Range: 10 - 12 Years Grade Level: 3 – 7 
Almost Home – Joan Bauer ©2013 When twelve-year-old Sugar's grandfather dies and her 
gambling father takes off yet again, Sugar and her mother lose their home in Missouri. They 
head to Chicago for a fresh start, only to discover that fresh starts aren't so easy to come by for 
the homeless. 
Age Range: 10 – Up Years Grade Level: 5 and Up 
Because of Winn Dixie - Kate DiCamillo ©2009 Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her 
first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because 
of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. Newbery Honor Book Age Range: 9 - 12 Years Grade Level: 
3 - 7 
Duke – Kirby Larson ©2013 With World War II raging and his father fighting overseas in 
Europe, eleven-year-old Hobie Hanson is determined to do his part to help his family and his 
country, even if it means giving up his beloved German shepherd, Duke. Hoping to help end the 
war and bring his dad home faster, Hobie decides to donate Duke to Dogs for Defense, an 
organization that urges Americans to "loan" their pets to the military to act as sentries, mine 
sniffers, and patrol dogs.Age Range: 8 - 12 Years Grade Level: 3 – 7 
Framed – Frank Cottrell Boyce ©2008 The story is told by a young boy who is endearingly 
naïve and who understands less than the reader about what is really going on. He is missing a 
parent and doing the best he can with his limited understanding to make things better for 
everyone. And his well-meaning but clueless actions change not only his family, but his town. 
Age Range: 8 – 12 Years Grade Level: 3 - Up 
Hooper Finds a Family: A Hurricane Katrina Dog's Survival Tale – Jane Paley ©2011 Here 
comes Hooper, one plucky, spunky dog whose warm spirit and goofy personality are irresistible. 
Hooper tells his own dramatic rescue tale after being left homeless in the wake of Hurricane 
Katrina and taking a daring trip from New Orleans to New York to meet his new family. 
Age Range: 8 - 12 Years Grade Level: 3 – 7 
I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic, 1912 – Lauren Tarshis ©2010 Ten-year-old George 
Calder can't believe his luck -- he and his little sister, Phoebe, are on the famous Titanic, 
crossing the ocean with their Aunt Daisy. Age Range: 7 – 10 Years Grade Level: 3 - 5 
perfect bully magnet. Age Range: 7 - 11 Years Grade Level: 1 - 5 
Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Stuart Little – Peggy Gifford ©2008 It wasn't as if Moxy hadn't 
tried to do her summer reading. She and Stuart Little had been inseparable all summer, like 



best friends. If Stuart Little wasn't in her backpack, it was in her lap . . . or holding up the coffee 
table . . . or getting splashed when Moxy went swimming. Age Range: 9 – 12 Years Grade 
Level: 4 - 7 
Queen of the Falls – Chris Van Allsburg ©2011 The story of Annie Edson Taylor, who in 1901 
decided to go over Niagara Falls in a barrel. Age Range: 7 – 11 Years Grade Level: 2 - 5 
Rain Reign – Ann M. Martin ©2014 Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled 
that her own name is a homonym, and she purposely gave her dog Rain a name with two 
homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, according to Rose's rules of homonyms, is very special. Not 
everyone understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and the other things that make her 
different – not her teachers, not other kids, and not her single father. Age Range: 9 – 12 Years 
Grade Level: 4 - 7 
The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus – Jen Bryant ©2014 For shy young Peter Mark 
Roget, books were the best companions -- and it wasn’t long before Peter began writing his own 
book. But he didn’t write stories; he wrote lists. Peter took his love for words and turned it to 
organizing ideas and finding exactly the right word to express just what he thought. Caldecott 
Honor Book, Sibert Medal Winner Age Range: 8 – 11 Years Grade Level: 2 – 5 
Rumf: The True Story of Rumpelstiltskin – Liesl Shurtliff ©2014 This funny fractured fairy 
tale goes behind the scenes of Rumpelstiltskin. "A most magical feat," writes Newbery Honor-
winner Kirby Larson, "Liesl Shurtliff spins words into gold." Age Range: 9 – 12 Years Grade 
Level: 4 – 7 
The Volcano of Fire - Geronimo Stilton ©2011 After receiving a mysterious message 
summoning him to a meeting, Geronimo Stilton finds himself back in the Kingdom of Fantasy, 
summoned by the Elves, who want him to travel to the Great Explanatorium to find an answer to 
the earthquakes that are threatening the Kingdom. Age Range: 7 - 11 Years Grade Level: 1 - 
5 


